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Sraban 17, 1406
August 1, 1999

Mr. David Lockwood

Resident Coordinator

United Nations Agencies in Bangladesh
And

Country Representative

UNDP

Agargaon, Dhaka

Sub: Meeting with LCG Sub-Group on Human Rights and Good
Governance

Dear Mr. Lockwood,

We are most distressed by the conspicuous silence of the UN agencies and
other foreign development partners regarding the gross human rights
violations of women engaged in prostitution undertaken by the
Government of Bangladesh. As Chairperson of the Local Consultative
Group on Human Riths and Good Governance, we urge you to draw
attention of all members agencies to the matter.

As you are aware, Shonghoti (Solidarity) is a human rights alliance of 59
huma rights organisations, women’s organisations and other non-
governmental organisations, which have come together to protest these
violations. We would like to meet with the LCG Sub-group on Human
Rights and Good Governance to discuss this matter and their positions as
well as possible measures that can be taken. We hope that you will
cooperation in arranging such a meeting.

Thank you

Sincerely
Mahbooba Mahmood
Convenor
Shonghoti
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14 Sraban 1406
29 July 1999
Mary Robinson
United Nations High Commission for Human Rights
Geneva

Dear Ms. Robinson

We would like to draw your attention to the battery and the forcible
removal of hundreds of sex work from the Tanbazar Nimtoli brothels
in Narayanganj district by the Government of Bangladesh in the
early morning hours of 24th July 1999.

Enclosed please find a report detailing the repressive measures taken
by the police and Department of Social Services under the guise of
rehabilitating the women who lived and worked in these brothels.

Just a few weeks ago these brothels housed over three thousands sex
workers. Through their work, they supported themselves; their
children and often their extended families as well. At the beginning
of July police were deployed to prevent clients from visiting the
premises. Finding their income cut, many of the sex workers had
already left the brothels before the attack on 24th July. Several
hundred managed to escape the brutal attack that night. Though they
escaped detention, they now face homelessness and destitution on
the streets.

As per government figures 267 women were picked up from
Tanbazar and Nimtoli and are now being detained under prison like
conditions in Government run homes for vagrants at Kashimpur and
Pubail (about 50 km from the capital city of Dhaka). In some cases,
their minor children are being detained with them. Those who have
been able to speak to journalists have complained of severe beating
and sexual harassment by the staff of the home.

On 27 July a habeas corpus writ petition was filled against
government challenging the illegal detention of Sathi (one of the sex



workers) and her 11 month old daughter. As a result of this legal
action the court has required the government to show cause why
Sathi and her daughter should not be released and why the
government's action should not be considered illegal. Further legal
action is in process.

We are sure that after reading this report you will be as appalled as
we are by the actions of the government of Bangladesh. We believe
that the sex workers' basic human rights have been violated.
Bangladesh has neither an independent judiciary, nor an independent
human right commission, nor an ombudsman's office. Under these
circumstances, we urge the United Nations to institute an inquiry
into the government'’s repression against the sex workers of Tanbazar
and Nimtoli.

Yours Sincerely
Mahbooba Mahmood

Convenor, Shonghoti
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The Independent
Panic at Tanbazar as Sex Worker slain
A large number of sex workers in the country's biggest brothel at

Tanbazar started fleeing following the killing of one of their fellow
inmates inside the brothel in the early hours today.



Some sex workers said they had been moving with their belongings
just in fear of life.

Sex workers had taken shelter at Bandar, Deobhog, Fattulah,
Paikpara, Kashipur and Pagla areas of the district. According to
police, an unidentified client had slain the sex worker Jasmin (25)
inside her room of the building owned by Sakir Khan, convener of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) local unit and fled the scene through
the window.
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The Independent
The untold story of sex workers rehabilitation

A farcical drama is being staged to rehabilitate the sex workers of
Tanbazar and Nimtoli Brothels in Narayanganj with a view to installing a



new political Mafia gang by ousting the existing one that has been
operating its network there for the last 20 years, insider in the Sex workers
Rehabilitation Committee alleged.

They said that the so-called committee was formed by Shamim Osman,
MP, of Narayangan;.

They said that the killing of Jesmin, a sex worker of Tanbazar brothel, on
July 1 was preplanned by those who had terrorized brothel inmates in
June.

QIR Sobd

The Independent
Sex workers set terms to adieu to profession

Many sex workers of Tanbazar brothel in Narayanganj town said
they were prepared to give up their profession if they were properly
rehabilitated.

We are the bread winners of out families. If we leave this
profession who would maintain our families, they asked.

Give us assurance and make us acceptable in society, we will
leave this profession with great pleasure, they said.

A 51-member committee has already been formed for the
rehabilitation program. The committee was formed with all levels of
people of the town including leaders of different political parties and
business organizations.

Leaders of the main opposition BNP also supported the
rehabilitation program of the sex workers.

Leaders of women's organisation at meeting in Dhaka yesterday
expressed their solidarity with the sex workers of Tanbazar and
Nimtoli brothels.

The meeting also expressed doubts about the rehabilitation of
inmates of these two brothels because the evicted sex workers of
Kandupatti and other floating sex workers in Dhaka city were yet to
be rehabilitated.
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The Independent
Tanbazar brothel owners asked to quit the area

Sex Workers Rehabilitation Committee convener Shamim Osman, MP,
reportedly asked the owners of the brothel buildings in Narayanganj on
Wednesday night to quit the locality before the Juma prayer today.
Some of the owners of the brothel buildings, mistresses pimp and others
involved in the profession directly or indirectly went into hiding following
the threat, sources close to the trade said.

The inmates were also leaving the brothels with their valuables.
Muscleman and other people reportedly involved in the sex workers
rehabilitation program sponsored by Shamim Osman cut electricity and
water supplies to the brothel buildings two days ago to force the sex
workers to give up the trade.
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The Independent
Sex workers fleeing Tanbazar in fear

Leaders of Sex Workers Rehabilitation Committee in Narayanganj
yesterday called upon the sex workers to give up the profession



immediately. They said: "The government has taken steps to rehabilitate
the sex workers and they will be given due status and honour in the
society.” The call was made at a meeting of the committee at Tanbazar
brothel yesterday morning.

About 60 percent of the sex workers of the two brothels Tanbazar and
Nimtoli left the areas for unknown destinations following the threats by
muscleman, law enforcers and others, the brothel building owner said.
Some of the muscleman had grabbed valuables of the sex workers while
they were leaving the red light areas, the owners added.

The owners said that the supply of electricity, gas and water at the brothel
was cut off by the muscleman and members of the committee.
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The Independent
Tanbazar sex workers starving

The sex workers of Narayanganj who had been asked to give up their
profession against their will by a section of political activists have been
passing their days in uncertainty and also starving for the last two weeks
without any source of earning.

Sathi, a sex workers leader of Narayanganj who opposed the move to
close down the brothels was nabbed by police for interrogation.
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The Independent
Nasim asks brothel owners in N'ganj to end flesh trade

The Minister for Home and Telecommunications Mohammed Nasim
yesterday asked the brothel owners of Tanbazar and Nimtoli in
Narayanganj to stop the flesh trade immediately and to refund the deposits
they collected from the sex workers.

The meeting organised by Sex workers Rehabilitation Committee was
presided over by local ruling party MP AKM Shamim Osman while State
Minister for Youth and Sports Obaidul Kader, State Minister for WWomen
Affairs Begum Zinnatunnesa Talukder, State Minister for Social Welfare
Dr. Mozammel Hussain were present as special guests.



Mohammed Nasim who was supposed to announce the package of
rehabilitation of the sex workers said "the rehabilitation program starts
from today".

Earlier, the sex workers attending the meeting placed a nine point charter
of demand which included return of advance money taken by the brothel
house owners, provision of food and shelter and proper education for their
children. Obaidul Kader said that a youth training center would be ser up
in Narayanganj where 500 sex workers would be given vocational
training.
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The Independent
Shifting of sex workers discussed

Senior officials of the government at an inter-ministerial meeting at the
prime Ministers office on Sunday discussed the question of shifting the
sex workers from Tanbazar (Narayangonj) to elsewhere as well as their
redhabilitation, it is reliably learnt.

Representatives from the ministies of Religions Affairs, Women and
Children’s Affairs, Home Affairs, Social Welfare and dthe social Service
Department, the Deputy commissioner and the Superintendent of Police of
Narayangonj were present at the meeting presided over by Md. Idris Ali,
Additional Secretary to the Prime Ministers office.
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The Independent
Sex workers term rehabilitation programme a bluff

Sex workers from different part of the country yesterday expressed fear
theat dismantling of the country’s oldest red-light zones at Tanbazar and
Nimtoli in Narayangonj district would create severe social consequences,
reports BSS.

Coalition of a group of non-government organizations (NGOSs) organized
a conference of the sex workers at the CIRDAP auditorium in the city
yesterday. The coalition includes Bangladesh Manobadhikar Bastobayon
Sangstha, Bangladesh Manobadhikar Sangbadik Forum, Bangladesh
Women’s Health Coalition, Naripokkho, Coalition for Urban Poor, CARE
Bangladesh, Utsho-Bangladesh and Hotline-Bangladesh.

Sex workers, both floating and theose operating from brothers threatened
to gather in front of the Prime Miniter’s office on July 10 to press for their
seven-point demand.,



The Ministry of Social Welfare along with a voluntary organization,
Concern Bangladesh, yesterday started survey of the sex workers aiming
at rehabilition of the brothel inmates of Tanbazar and Nimtoli area.

Handreds of inmates of the red-light areas at Tanbazar and nearby Nimtoli
are passing their days in near starvation amid fears of eviction.

The brothel inmates are running out of money and short of necessary
resource to ensure two square meals for them along with their dependents.

According to an agreed memorandum of understanding (Mou) with the
government, apart from the PM’s initiative, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) mission in Bangladesh is also
scheduled to launch a Taka 10 crore rehabilitation programme from
Wednesday in the four big red-lights districts in the country including
Tanbazar and Nimtoli.
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The Independent

Sex workers threaten to commit suicide

The leaders of the sex workers of two brothels in Narayangan;j
yesterday called upon the government to supply immediately food to
the inmates of the brothels who have been virtually starving for
weeks following the murder of Jasmine and the so-called rehabilitin
plan of a section of political workers since June 25 last.
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The Independent
‘Vagabond centre’ phobia grips sex workers

Vagabond centre phobia has gripped the inmates of Tanbazar and
Nimtoli brothels following publication of news to the effect that the
sex workers would be housed and different government urn shelters

A number of sex workers have started fleeing the brothels, Many sex
workers belived that they would be treated like beggars by the
government.

The Independent
Govt. ruged to take realistic steps

The Coordination Coundil for Human rights in Bangladesh
(CCHRB) has urged the government to adopt immediate and long-
term realistic steps to solve the problems related to all the brothels
including Tanbazar and Nimtoli of Narayanganj. The Council
stressed on upholding fundamental human rights while solving such
problems

A nine-member delegation of CCHRB led by its president akram
Hossain Chowdhury visited the Tanbazar and Nimtoli are on July 20
to enquire about the human rights situation there.
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Sex Workders scatter at N’gonj
Social environment theratened

Social Environment of the entire Narayanganj town has come under
threat as sex workers of Nimtoli ang Tanbazar brothels scattered
after eviction form their age old habitat by the government, reports
UNB.

Over 5,000 sex workers were in the two brothels and now most of
them took shelter in the town’s Paikpara, Kahipur and Enayetpur and
adjoning Fatullah, Pagla, Sonargaon, Sonakanda, Nabiganj and
Bandar areas.
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Tanbazar eviction illegal
Sex workers plan to go to court

Tanbazar movement soliderity council said yesterday they would go
to court to challenge the illegal of sex workers from Tanbazar and
Nimtoli brothels at Narayanganj on Saturday.



“We are planing to legally challenge the illegal eviction within a
couple of days as the authorities had no court order as required for
eviction,” advocate Alina khan said at a press conference in the city.

Speaking on behalf of the Council, she termed the forcible eviction
illegal and state-sponsored terrorism and condemned the assault on
sex workers during the eviction.

The press conference was organized by 52 human and women’s
rights organzations that formed the council recently. Putting forward
a four -point demand, convenor of the council Mahbuba Mahmud
said the government has violated human rights and fundamental
rights of sex workers.
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The Financial Express
Govt. asked to show cause

The mother of Sathi, a prostitute of Tanbazar brothel, Tuesday
secured ruling of the High Court that asked the government of show
cause as to why her daughter was forcibly picked up and confined in
a vagrant centre, reports UNB.

The rule, came upon a habeous corpus petition filed by Kahdiaz
Akhter, was retable in two weeks.

The division bench of the High Court comprising Justice Fazlul

Karim and Justice Md. Ali Asgar Khan issured the rule upon the
secretaries of Home and Social Welfare ministries, IGP, DG of

Social Welfare Department DC and SP of Narayanganj.



The Independent

HC issues Rule Nisi upon Govt., 5 others

A High court division bench of the supreme court yesterday issued
rule Nisi upon the government and five others to show cause within
two weeks as to why the picking up of Sathi and her infant daughter
Sahiba from Tanbazar, Narayangonj, and their confinement in a
vagrant center should not be declared to have been done without any
lawful authority.

The vDivision Bench comprising Justice Mohammad Fazlul Karim
and Justice Md Ali Ashgar Khan issued the rule on and writ petition
filed by Khadija Akhtar, mother of Sathi, under Article 102 of the
Consitution, challenging the unauthorized, arbitrary picking up and
illegal confinement of her daughter and grand-daughter.

The court issued the rule the Secretary, Ministry of Hone Affairs,
Deputy commissioner, Narayangonj, Inspector General of police, OC
of the Narayangonj Kotwali PS, Secretary, Ministry of Social
Welfare, women and children Affairs, and DG Department of Social
Welfare.
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Journalists still allowed to visit Kashimpur home

Despite repeated alligtion of torture and rape of sex workers at
Kashimpur vagrant home, the authorities till yeasterday Do not allow
any journalist to visit it for mysterious reasons.
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The Daily Star

27 unruly sex workers freed in two days

Authorities freed another 17 sex workers from the Kashimpur
vagrants home yesterday, raising the number to 27 in the last two
dayw, as their attempt to motivate them to return to normal life
failed.

Each sex worker, handed over to her guardian, was given a sewing
machine and Tk 5,000.
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Financial Express
Many sex workers still in N’ganj town

A good number of sex workers evicted from Tanbazar and Nimtoli
brothels are still roaming about in Narayangonj town and taking
shelter in the residential hotels to run their sex trade, local people
alleged. It is also gathered that they are carrying on flesh trade in
connivance with the police.
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